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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: PAT SENG
Kristin Longhenry, Wildamere Capital
Management
This past April was different than any other,
since we were unable to meet in person, we
welcomed Pat Seng with Cushman &
Wakefield as our Board Chair electronically.
Whether you're very familiar with Pat or
you've never met him, I'm sure you'll learn a
few new tid-bits from the following
interview. Enjoy!
Kristin Longhenry: Where are you from? Where did you go
to school?
Pat Seng: West St. Paul. Henry Sibley - Warrior pride runs
deep.
KL: How did you find Property Management? Or why
Property Management?
PS: I started as a Real Estate Development Analyst with
Burlington Northern Railroad. Got my dream job, was
traveling and having great fun. Got laid off. Begged for a job
I was not qualified for with a pension fund called Heitman
Properties. The rest is history.
KL: What has been the biggest challenge of your career?
PS: Migrating school and health care needs of a disabled
child while trying to work.
KL: What has kept you in the industry for so long?
PS: Great variety. Genuinely interesting business.
KL: Are there any traits that you think make people more
successful in our industry/or life?
PS: To be thoughtful and present in decisions without over
analyzing.
KL: If you weren't in this industry, what do you think you
would be doing?
PS: I would have liked to have been a photographer for
National Geographic. Pay wasn't that great........
KL: What job would you be terrible at?
PS: Attorney or accountant. I find parts of both interesting,
but would not have the stamina.
KL: What would you say is your claim to fame?
PS: I raced a Midget Sprint car when I was a kid. Could have
been a contender. :)
KL: What are your hobbies?
PS: Exploring with the kids.
KL: What songs have you completely memorized?
PS:
Wishlist - Pearl Jam
Peaceful Easy Feeling - Eagles
Keep on Rocking in the Free World - Neal Young
Hard Sun - Eddie Vedder

KL: What is a skill you would still like to master? Or what do
you wish you knew more about?
PS: Play the piano or fiddle.
KL: What is one thing you think everyone should try at least
once in their life?
PS: Burning Man Festival.
KL: Do you have any irrational fears?
PS: Small spaces with no oxygen, but that seems pretty
rational to me....Space Capsule (zero gravity) Simulator at
Epcot Center almost killed me, but the two 12 year-olds with
me loved it.
KL: What trend do you wish would come back into style?
PS: Tie-dye.
KL: Have you ever done anything very dumb and had it
actually turn out well?
PS: Took a small mannequin out of Brooks Brothers at the
IDS Center when I worked there. He became quite the
conversation starter at parties.
KL: There are two types of people in this world...what are
those two types?
PS: I think there are thousands of types. I try to appreciate
that, but don't always succeed.
KL: Do you have any book recommendations?
PS:
On the Road - Jack Kerouac
Into the Wild - John Krakauer
Wild - Cheryl Strayed
KL: What is your ideal vacation?
PS: Remote wilderness journeys by day, local dive bar by
night.
KL: If you could do something over again, what would it be?
PS: Finish getting my PhD in economics.
KL: Are you more of a mountains in the fall or the beach in
the summer type of vacationer?
PS: Most definitely mountains.
KL: How do you relax?
PS: Good question.

WHAT IS BIOPHILIC DESIGN?
Heidi Peterson, McCaren Designs Inc.
Biophilia when translated from Latin means "love of life or
living systems". It was first expressed as a hypothesis
back in the early 1960s and was popularized by the
biologist EO Wilson in 1984. It implies that humans have
an inbuilt connection with nature. When you think about it,
its only in recent evolutionary history that we have
become urbanized. i know I feel so much better when I am
up at the cabin by the lake or in the woods. This feeling of
wellbeing when surrounded by nature proved that we are
hard wired to respond to the stimuli of nature.

The creative use of biophilic design is how we bring
natural elements into the design built environment to
enable occupants to connect with nature. These
connections can be archived by using a variety of
elements such as plants, maximizing natural light, the
introduction of natural finishes and organic shapes.
Plants are the natural biophilic design element. Strategic
placement of plants creates a more productive workspace
by providing a sense of security and wellness, which is so
important as we navigate the life stress of today and the
future.

Some examples of biophilic design in action can be seen
at Emery Hotel in Minneapolis, where we created an urban
oasis of tropical planting. A sense of calm and reflection
was created at the heart of this busy hotel. Also, the
artistic moss wall features at 505 Waterford Park
displaying an ombre of soft greens with earthy
peacefulness.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT: SOUTHPOINT
OFFICE CENTER
Kayla Stepan, Cushman & Wakefield
With the excellent freeway accessibility via I-494 and I35W, and close-proximity to dining, entertainment and
shopping, Southpoint office Center has historically
capitalized on its location to attract users in the south-west
metro. However, after Felton Properties purchased the
building in December 2017, they identified the need to
create a more usable and collaborative common area,
along with an unmatched amenity package to set
themselves apart from competitive buildings on the market.
Felton Properties, with the help of the building
management team at Cushman & Wakefield, partnered
with Gensler to design and bring this vision to life. The
Gensler team implemented several visual and structural
enhancements to simplify the space, introduce more light,
and provide a welcoming space where tenants and visitors
could work, meet, relax, or dine.
Gensler's approach stripped away an inaccessible and
multi-tiered lobby floor, a chlorinated water feature, and
inefficient tenant office space along the perimeter windows
allowing natural daylight to penetrate the space and
improving sightlines to the outdoors as well as building
circulation. The lobby renovation includes refreshed
finishes, a new ceiling-to-floor sculptural element draped
from the atrium, collaborative seating areas, and a fullservice cafe, featuring fresh, made-to-order options and a
grab n' go concept.
The third space tenant lounge, with WiFi and integrated
media, provides a gathering space for tenants to plug in
and escape the commotion of the office. The new lower
level seating area features modernized furniture and a
rotating 3-dimensional projected art piece serving as a
focal point when entering the building from the parking
ramp.
Also located on the lower level, the renovated fitness
center includes updated locker rooms, new equipment,
refreshed finishes and removal of the drop ceiling giving
the room a more vibrant and spacious feel. the last phase
of the improvements was completed at the end of 2019 and
the renovation as a whole has enhanced the overall image
and value of the property.

SUPPORTING ENERGY-EFFICIENCY
PRACTICES
Paul Patzloff, Xcel Energy
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Bonus LED Rebates available for Xcel Energy electric
business customers through August 31.
In these unprecedented times, Xcel Energy is committed
to providing its customers with reliable service they can
count on. As businesses are navigating through any new
challenges, cost-saving opportunities are often top of
mind. While there are a lot of options to consider, focusing
on energy can provide a way to save energy and money,
now and in the long run. Currently, Xcel Energy is offering
bonus LED rebates to businesses located in its Minnesota
electric service territory to support new energy-saving
practices.
Bonus rebate savings for LED upgrades
If you are looking for energy-saving opportunities, these
LED bonus rebates can help you make the transition to
energy-efficient lighting at a lower cost. The bonus
rebates will be offered for a limited time and can provide
significant up-front savings on select LED tubes and
fictures.
How to earn your bonus rebates:
Earn double rebates on select LED tubes and 25%
bonus rebates on various LED fixtures.
Qualifying equipment must be purchased between
March 1, 2020 through August 31, 2020.
Equipment must be installed, and rebate applications
must be submitted no later than December 15, 2020.
Use promo code: LED BOOST on your rebate
application to obtain the bonus rebate.
Why you should consider LEDs
Upgrading to long-lasting, high-efficiency LEDs can
help reduce energy use and lower replacement and
maintenance costs - and that's a smart business
practice today and down the road.
Improve the light quality in your business - the right
lighting can help enhance the workplace environment
for your customers and employees.
Bonus rebates can speed up the payback period of
your project and increase the return on your investment
- that's good for your bottom line.
Visit xcelenergy.com/LEDBoost for qualifying details, and
to download rebate forms. Reach out to their energy
advisors at 855.839.8862 with any questions.
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